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ABSTRACT 



This report presents the findings from the 1999-2000 



Germanna Community College Student Outcomes Assessment. First, remedial 
education was evaluated through an analysis of placement score and enrollment 
in developmental courses. Findings from this area include: (1) about 60% of 

students were recommended for developmental coursework, and only 60% of those 
students actually enrolled in such courses; (2) students were recommended for 
math courses more than English courses; and (3) the number of students urged 
to take such English courses over the previous two years had increased by 
15%, and less than 50%'of those students actually enrolled. Transfer student 
success was also evaluated through an analysis of transfer data provided by 
senior institutions. Here, findings include: (1) the proportion of minority 

transfer students was low; (2) males were found to be overrepresented in the 
transfer group; (3) forty- two percent of transfer students were 
"unclassified" in their field of study; (4) female transfer students gained 
admission at higher rates; and (5) Germanna graduates were not more likely 
than non-graduates to be admitted to four-year institutions. The report ends 
with a special topic section on Developmental Enrollment of High School 
Students, which states that the rate of students coming directly from high 
schools and enrolling in developmental courses has remained constant between 
50 and 60% over the last ten years. (CJW) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 
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Executive Summary 
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Student Outcomes Assessment 1999-2000 presents a brief summary of new findings and 
actions in two areas of Germanna Community College’s overall student outcomes assessment 
program, according to the VCCS reporting guidelines for 2000. Section II summarizes analysis 
and activities in “remedial” education. During the 1999-2000 academic year, the Dean and 
Directors of Instruction reviewed the status of developmental offerings at the College. As a result 
of this review, and based partly on the assessment evidence presented here, faculty coordinators 
will lead a thorough examination of placement, skill attainment, and student success in 
developmental education. This report provides highlights of the analysis described in two reports 
on developmental education, which are included as appendices. It also details the actions which 
have been taken during the last two years — the most significant of which is a substantial increase 
in reading placement test score cutoff levels — and those which are planned for the coming year. 

Section III reports findings regarding transfer student success, based on expanded data which 
has become available since the last complete report on this topic in 1996. Although the 
completeness of data on transfer students remains a significant problem, the analysis points to 
specific actions which will be undertaken to improve the success of students who transfer. The 
most recent analysis on transfer success is contained in a report included in the appendix. 

Section IV addresses the VCCS special topic for this reporting cycle, developmental course 
enrollment by high school graduates. Based on the required RADSS analysis, the section (and 
charts in the appendix) provide data on this issue and a description of the ongoing exchange of 
information between Germanna and its regional high schools. 

In addition to the specific actions described in the body of the report, Germanna has taken 
two more general steps to improve its utilization of student outcomes assessment for improving 
instruction: First, all of the action items listed in this report have been assigned to a faculty or 
staff member for follow-up throughout the year. This will provide a more specific mechanism for 
tracking progress on these issues. Secondly, the College has appointed a standing committee for 
Student Outcomes Assessment, consisting of five faculty members with the Assessment 
Coordinator serving ex officio. The Assessment Committee will work to promote knowledge of 
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and participation in assessment activities throughout the faculty, and will provide a focus and 
forum for discussion of assessment issues. The appointment of a standing committee should 
provide more continuity than did the previous approach, where the Assessment Coordinator 
worked with individual faculty members or discipline coordinators. 
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A. Description 

This section is based on an analysis of Germanna students who enroll for the first time in the 
Fall semester immediately following their high school graduation. The focus of the analysis is on 
whether these students enroll in developmental courses. Three charts are included in the 
Appendix: The first shows the trend for graduates enrolling in developmental courses from all 
service region high schools, from 1990 to 1999. The second indicates the cumulative proportion 
of graduates enrolling in developmental courses from each of the Germanna service region high 
schools. The second chart shows the trends in developmental enrollment by year for the six high 
schools sending the largest number of students to Germanna. (N.B. In order to maintain 
confidentiality, high schools have been assigned code letters on the charts. The letters were 
assigned at random, and are not related to the high school name in any way.) 

B. Analysis 

Overall, the proportion of high school graduates who enroll in developmental courses has 
fluctuated somewhat over the last ten years, but has remained between 50 and 60%. The 
proportion had dropped for four straight years from 1990-93, but then returned to previous levels 
for the remainder of the decade. An apparent decrease for the class of 1 999 is likely due more to 
the fact that these students have not yet been enrolled as long, and may be delaying their 
developmental enrollment. 

Differences between high schools across the region are somewhat greater than the 
fluctuation from year to year, ranging from 47.5% of graduates enrolling in developmental to 
66.7%. The highest proportion of developmental enrollment is among graduates from “High 
School G”, with the lowest from “High School L” (47.5%) and “High School E” (48.5%). These 
three schools send a relatively small number of new graduates to Germanna each year. 

The six largest schools in terms of this analysis can be grouped into three categories: schools 
whose developmental proportion is trending downward (J, M, and D); “High School F” where the 
proportion is trending upward; and High Schools H and C, where there is not a clear trend. 



O 

ERIC 



Germanna Community College 



32 



Student Outcomes Assessment J 999-2000 



18 



C. Actions Taken Or To Be Taken 

For many years, Germanna has held an annual Counselors Luncheon, where college 
admission procedures and curriculum developments are reviewed. Data on the number of 
students enrolling, as well as their success at Germanna, are distributed at the Counselors 
Luncheon. Schools are also provided with specific student-identifiable data to allow them to track 
progress of their graduates who attend Germanna. 

During the last two academic years, the College has also scheduled regular meetings with the 
superintendents of the local school districts. These meetings are high level, including the 
President and Dean of Instruction, and concern fundamental issues in the collaboration between 
Germanna and the school districts. 

The specific data on developmental enrollment presented here will be included on the 
agenda for superintendents meetings to be held in Fall 2000. Any specific issues which arise as a 
result of these meetings will be addressed with the school district concerned. 
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